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The Agriculture and Rural Development Committee during the 2016-2017 period to 
discuss and study various agricultural and agribusiness issues. 
 
The Agriculture and Rural Development Committee participated in a Joint Government 

Accountability, Transparency and Efficiency Committee discussing purchases by the 

Department of Agriculture, with Mike Teets and Bob Tabb addressing the issues. 

The Agriculture and Rural Development Committee invited Melinda Walls, Assistant 

Vice President; Jordan Masters, WVU student; Emily Wells, WVU Extension and a 

WVU graduate; and Micah Allen, WVU student, to discuss their agricultural innovations 

as part of the West Virginia University Launch Lab. 

Kent Leonhardt, Commissioner of Agriculture-Elect, also discussed his vision for the 
Department of Agriculture.  
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